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In the 1970s the Arab Middle East completed the formation of its
modern state system resulting in every Arab land having its own
sovereign state. This coincided with the decline of Pan-Arabism
and a shift towards pragmatic Arab governments focusing on
nationalism rooted in land. As this was happening Salafism also
became more politically active and began opposing these trends.
This article aims to analyze the security challenge posed by
Salafists to the modern government in the Arab Middle East
which serves as the core of the Islamic world. By utilizing critical
s ecurity studies literature content analysis of relevant texts and
studying the positions and actions of Salafists over the past five
decades it is argued that the perceived threat from the modern
government to the civilizational security of Salafists generates a
sense of insecurity prompting them to engage in political
activism and strive for the establishment of an Islamic state or
caliphate. The research findings suggest that the construction of
a modern state in the Arab Middle East necessitates the
coexistence of Salafist ideologies and governance norms.
Therefore, maintaining a delicate balance between these two
factors is crucial for the stability of the modern state system in
the region.
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