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Since 2013, China has announced and advanced the largest
infrastructure and development project in the world, known as the Belt
and Road Initiative. Various perspectives have been presented regarding
China's motivations and objectives in entering this unprecedented global
megaproject in terms of scope and scale. One less-discussed idea that
this article explores is the impact of the U.S. pivot to Asia strategy on
the expansion of China's designinng its international program under the
Belt and Road Initiative. In this context, the main question based on the
descriptive-explanatory method of the article is: how has the
announcement of the U.S. pivot to Asia strategy influenced the
perceptions and calculations of China's new leadership in designing a
more proactive international policy? The hypothesis tested is that "the
announcement of the U.S. pivot to Asia strategy, while reinforcing the
perception of the threat of China's encirclement, prompted Beijing's new
leadership to expand its currently designing international strategy in the
form of the Belt and Road Initiative, in order to indirectly counter this
threat and ensure the continuity of China's rise in the international
arena." The findings of the article indicate that, had the U.S. pivot to
Asia strategy not been announced, China's new leaders would likely
have pursued less ambitious programs in their surrounding environment
instead of proposing the Belt and Road Initiative..
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