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With the uprisings in Tunisia and its spread to Arab world, Syria
underwent a wave of protests in 2011, which quickly led to a long-term
civil war. Although Assad gained increasing success on the ground after
2016, the advance of the opposition and the rapid fall of the Assad
regime in December 2024 surprised many researchers. This research
seeks to answer the question: how can the long-term civil war in Syria
and subsequently the sudden fall of the Syrian government be explained?
To answer the question, Goldstone's approach is used and the factors
affecting the civil war and the fall of the regime are analyzed in a
comparative manner. The findings indicate that social fragmentation and
the support of some social layers for the regime, the stability of the main
core of the army in addition to some defections, as well as the regional
and international support of both sides of the conflict played a prominent
role in the continuation of the civil war. However, the regional and
international supporters of the Syrian government played the most
important role in preventing the fall of the regime in the midst of the
civil war. On the other hand, the regressive course of support for Assad
even among the minorities who were affected by corruption and
economic crises, along with the severe erosion of the army and finally
the change of the balance of regional and international power in favor of
the opposition caused the rapid collapse of the Syrian government. The
research method is explanatory and the method of data collection is a
library method..
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