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The time of performance is a fundamental element influencing
contractual relationships and defining the scope of parties' obligations.
Contracting parties are required to fulfill their obligations at the agreed
time, which is typically determined by mutual consent, and in the
absence of such agreement, by reference to custom and law. While delay
in performance is a common occurrence with specific legal remedies,
the central question of this study is whether an obligor may perform their
obligation prior to the agreed due date, and whether the obligee is bound
to accept such early performance. The findings reveal that, unlike major
international instruments and the laws of certain jurisdictions that
provide explicit rules in this regard, the Iranian legal system lacks clear
statutory provisions concerning early performance. Using an analytical-
explanatory method, this article examines scholarly opinions, Islamic
jurisprudence, and relevant international instruments. It concludes that
if the stipulated time benefits solely one party, that party may waive it
to enable early performance. However, in the absence of such waiver
and with the continued existence of the agreed term, no legal obligation
arises for the other party to accept early performance. The study's
findings may serve as a basis for legislative reform and for enhancing
legal certainty in both domestic and international contracts
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