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Prioritizing rural development is a fundamental principle in
development discourse and a key strategy in the practice of public
diplomacy within the Islamic Republic of Iran. A core dimension of this
approach involves the promotion and consolidation of rural branding,
through which both national and transnational actors have come to play
active roles. Public diplomacy, oriented toward projecting the national
brand to foreign publics, is closely intertwined with media and cultural
diplomacy. This analytical framework assumes particular significance in
the context of bilateral and border relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan, which forms the central
focus of the present study. Accordingly, this research seeks to address
the question: How can effective public diplomacy, pursued through rural
branding, influence the development of border relations between Iran
and the Republic of Azerbaijan? The study hypothesizes that tailored
public diplomacy—facilitated by branding initiatives and increased
trade in rural handicrafts and carpet industries—can substantially
contribute to the enhancement of border relations. The resulting
economic value-added and the structured production and exchange of
mutual goods are further expected to mitigate longstanding geopolitical
and even geoeconomic tensions.
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