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One of the fundamental issues of the Islamic Republic's foreign policy
is to explain the policies of the US Congress towards Iran and to adopt
appropriate initiatives to realize the desired hypothesis. Two hypotheses
are conceivable regarding the US Congress' strategy. The main
hypothesis is based on the framework of the theory of coercive
diplomacy and considers maximum pressure and escalating political-
economic costs, along with the threat of military action, as the driving
force for political compromise and changes in Iran's regional, nuclear,
and missile policies. Military threats, sanctions, psychological
operations, and consultations with the European Union Troika to
activate the trigger mechanism are the four levers of pressure used by
the US Congress to influence and regulate diplomatic processes with
Iran. Some analysts also believe in the rival hypothesis and consider the
continuation of the maximum pressure campaign, because its pressures
are transferred to the vulnerable classes, as a factor of internal cohesion
and maximum resistance against the United States and an increase in the
likelihood of Iran's aggressive behavior in all three areas of regional
policies, uranium enrichment, and missile deterrence. The present study
is strategic-applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-explanatory
in terms of its nature and method. The innovation of this study is that by
analyzing the content of the documents and evidence of the behavior of
Congress, it examines the possibility of realizing each of the main and
rival hypotheses and proposes solutions to confront the threats and
maximize the benefits of the opportunities.
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