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Shanghai Cooperation Organization, as one of the emerging security-
oriented mechanisms, has found a strategic position in the security
agenda of regional and global powers. The official accession of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to this organization, within the framework of
the transformation in the international order and in line with the macro-
policy of "Look East", can provide an opportunity to redefine the
conceptual and functional nature of Iran's national security in relation to
regional multilateral arrangements. The present study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on the structuralist approach
in international relations theories, examines the dimensions of the
impact of Iran's membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
on various components of national security - including hard security,
soft security, and human security. The main question is: What effect
does Iran's membership in this organization have on strengthening
national security? The findings of the study show that this membership
has the potential to enhance strategic depth, counter transboundary
threats, reduce Western hegemonic pressures, and shape a regional
security order based on multilateralism. However, challenges such as the
organization’s structural limitations, geopolitical competition among
key members, and ambiguity in enforcement mechanisms pose serious
obstacles to Iran’s full exploitation of the organization’s potential.
Finally, analyzing Iran’s position in the SCO requires a deeper
understanding of the two-way linkages between foreign policy and
national security in the context of the transitional international order.
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