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With the evolution in the logic of China's foreign policy, we have seen
the development of economic-commercial relations and the control and
management of border situations with India. Despite challenges, this
process has had sufficient stability and continuity to benefit the people's
welfare. The main question of this research is: what paradigm shifts has
the logic of China's foreign policy undergone between 1978 and 2024,
and how has this transformation affected the country's relations with
India? In response, the main hypothesis of this article states that the
paradigmatic shift dominant in the logic of China's foreign policy since
1978 has been the priotitization of the economic developmentalism
paradigm. The Spartan Theory, which emphasizes the importance of
leaders' beliefs and structural constraints, is used to analyze this matter.
The research method is descriptive-analytical, and data collection is
based on library and documentary sources. The perceptual framework of
Chinese leaders is the independent variable, while the development of
economic-commercial relations and the management and control of
border situations with India are the dependent variables.
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Introduction

Over the last four decades, China's foreign policy has undergone a significant
transformation. In its relations with India, this shift has led to the development of
economic and trade ties, as well as the management and control of border issues. A
key factor in understanding the rationale behind China's developmental foreign
policy is the mental paradigm of its leaders and their priority to improve the welfare
of the Chinese people and boost economic growth.The ups and downs in China-India
relations have multiple, interconnected causes. While various factors influence
foreign policy, they cannot all be considered equally important. To understand the
defining features of the People's Republic of China's foreign policy, one must first
examine the key elements that influence its external relations. This paper, therefore,
analyzes the perceptual components that influenced China's developmental foreign
policy toward India during the period of 1978-2024. The authors believe that China
is a state where analyzing its foreign policy apparatus through the components of the
Spartan Theory of the Psychological Environment is highly applicable and offers
greater explanatory power than other conceptual and analytical frameworks.
Theoretical framework

The Spartan Theory primarily examines the context and environment of foreign
policy. The theorists believe that understanding foreign policy outcomes requires an
understanding of the actions or perceptions that shape foreign policy behavior. In
turn, comprehending these actions and perceptions necessitates an understanding of
the psychological environment of the individuals or groups making foreign policy
decisions. According to the Sprouts, two basic assumptions always play a central
role in decisions: First, do decision-makers view the world as conflict-ridden, or do
they believe in a peaceful and cooperative world? Second, do they seek to create
fundamental changes in the world, or do they aim to maintain or reform the existing
situation? Another point that can be added as a basic perception is how Chinese
leaders after 1978 have viewed the acquisition of power. Do they emphasize
ideological or spiritual power, or do they prioritize the paradigm of economic
developmentalism and material power?

Methodology

The research methodology for this thesis is descriptive-analytical. The data and
evidence for this article were collected using library and documentary methods. It
seems that a qualitative content analysis approach, combined with the analyst's
interpretation, can better assist in understanding the issue by identifying the
evolution of Chinese leaders' perceptions (the independent variable) towards the
paradigm of economic developmentalism in China's foreign policy.

Discussion

During the Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin era, despite the history of political
disputes and border tensions, we witnessed the development of bilateral trade and
economic relations between China and India. At the same time, the serious
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willingness to control and manage border tensions, such as the 1993, 1996, and 1999
agreements with India and their executive protocols, signaled a transformation in
China’s foreign policy. By adopting a peaceful approach in its relations with India,
China created the conditions for aligning its own paradigm of economic
development. The Hu Jintao era likewise reflected interaction, communication, and
the development of bilateral relations between the two countries. The increase in
high-level visits, the improvement of limited cooperation, and the management of
competition were rooted in the interpretation of the “Sparta theory,” according to
which economic development was prioritized over ideological rivalry and tensions
with India. In fact, agreements such as the 2005 Protocol on Confidence-Building
Measures in the India—China Border Areas proved effective, and China’s new
leaders did not adopt a revisionist or conflict-oriented stance toward India, since such
an approach would obstruct China’s economic development. In the Xi Jinping era as
well, border clashes in 2017, 2020, and 2021 occurred in a limited and controlled
manner, with both sides avoiding conventional war while border tensions were
managed and contained. This was possible because border agreements, such as the
2013 Agreement and its executive protocols, have been continuously improved. This
development of relations with India stems from the peaceful outlook of Chinese
leaders toward the external environment and their emphasis on economic power,
which is considered significant in the Sparta theory.

Conclusion

With the rise of developmentalist leaders in China after 1978, Chinese leaders’
orientation shifted toward economic developmentalism. This paradigmatic
transformation, rooted in chronic economic, political, and international crises, led to
the emergence of new leaders with developmentalist perceptions, in contrast to the
previous generation. One of its major consequences was the dominance of the
paradigm of economic developmentalism in China’s foreign policy. This
paradigmatic transformation in China’s foreign policy apparatus also influenced its
relations with India, leading to the expansion of bilateral economic and trade
relations, as well as the management and control of border issues with India. Within
this hypothesis, the psychological environment or perceptual framework of Chinese
leaders is considered the independent variable, while the development of economic—
trade relations and the management and control of border issues with India are
regarded as the dependent variable. Based on the empirical findings of this research,
it is recommended that foreign policy decision-makers, while enhancing national
power, refrain from ideological rivalries and instead pursue the management of
relations with other countries through the paradigm of economic developmentalism.
Keywords: China's Foreign Policy, Economic Developmentalism Paradigm, India,
Border Control and Managemete.
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