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The liberal global order is undergoing transformation, and its alternative
orders are emerging from the actions of institutions and the distinct
political positions of the “Political South.” Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
constitutes a clear instance of such a shift. The countries of the Political
South regard the provision of military assistance to Ukraine and the
imposition of sanctions against Russia as manifestations of a
paternalistic Western order. At the same time, however, these countries
pursue a dual-track strategy in which they also maintain sustained
interactions, ideological and material linkages, and forms of solidarity
with the West. Using an explanatory method, the present article seeks to
answer the following question: Why have the countries of the Political
South—particularly the BRICS group—maintained their membership in
organizations associated with the Western global order while
simultaneously establishing new institutions, yet diverge from them at
the level of policy concepts? The research hypothesis is that the strategy
of the countries of the Political South, especially the BRICS group, is
based on economic development through the mobilization of domestic
resources, the exploitation of external economic—political opportunities,
the alignment of economic and social indicators, and the expansion of
trade exchanges with Western countries, while at the same time
opposing the Western order, influence, and global discourse and
engaging in the construction of parallel institutions corresponding to it..
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1.Introduction

According to Flackhart, the transformation of the international system has
moved from a multipolar configuration toward a multi-order framework. In a
more general sense, this development stems from the actions of authoritarian
states against the existing Westphalian order led by liberal states, most
notably Russia, China, and several members of the BRICS group. Some of
these actors have sought to promote and institutionalize their preferred orders
under labels such as Pax Sinica, Pax Russica, and Pax Indica. To this end,
countries commonly referred to as the “political South” have attempted to
establish their own institutions and cooperative organizations in parallel to
those of the Western-led order, while simultaneously maintaining close
economic and political relations with the West and dual membership in
international institutions. This article seeks to analyze the decision-making
processes and actions of BRICS countries and addresses the following
question: How do Southern countries, while maintaining close economic and
political relations with the West, simultaneously establish their own non-
Western institutions and move toward a new Southern-centered policy order?
To answer this question, developments related to Russia’s military invasion
of Ukraine are considered as an empirical manifestation of the confrontation
among multiple orders.

2. Theoretical Framework

The societal approach focuses on value-based ideas of domestic voters, the
material interests of lobbying groups, and formal regulations in order to
explain state preferences (Schirm, 2013). This perspective assumes that
governments respond to societal demands in order to remain in power.
Drawing on liberal theory, historical institutionalism, and ideational
approaches, the societal framework emphasizes domestic material interests
and ideational expectations as key explanatory variables, arguing that
material interests become politically salient when organized groups are
affected by policy initiatives, while value-based expectations gain importance
when fundamental questions regarding state autonomy and foreign economic
policy are at stake.

3. Methodology

This study adopts an explanatory method and relies on library and online
sources to address its research question. It draws on the examination and
comparison of data and documents related to domestic material interests and
social ideas in three key countries of the political South—China, India, and
Brazil. Based on this empirical material, the article discusses the
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commonalities and differences behind the pendulum-like policy orientation
of the BRICS group toward the Western and Southern worlds in the context
of the Ukraine crisis.

4. Findings and Discussion

The findings indicate that while countries commonly categorized as the
political North pursue collective policies based on shared principles, most
countries in Africa, Latin America, Asia, the Middle East, and the BRICS
group refrained from condemning Russia’s aggression in the United Nations
General Assembly and maintained close economic and political relations with
Moscow. This pattern can be traced to national interactions with Russia,
collective dynamics within the BRICS framework, and broader competition
with the Western order. Overall, the analysis highlights the social foundations
of state positions and demonstrates the correlation between domestic
ideational-material alignments and the dual-track foreign policies of China,
India, and Brazil.

5. Conclusion and Policy Implications

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has intensified rival conceptions of global order,
reinforcing the role of the Southern consensus and the BRICS countries as
promoters of alternative institutions. Nevertheless, Southern countries have
not withdrawn from the Western order and continue to maintain close
economic relations with the West, reflecting the plurality of their domestic
interests and ideas. While trade with Southern partners has increased, key
economic sectors remain dependent on Western markets. Consequently,
international politics is likely to continue to be shaped by a dual structure of
cooperation and conflict, driven by competing global orders and
heterogeneous domestic material and ideational demands.
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