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The rise of artificial intelligence as a transformative technology
is reshaping the foundations of power, governance, and
geopolitical competition in the contemporary international
system. Within this framework, the People’s Republic of China
particularly under the leadership of Xi Jinping has adopted a
hybrid and structured approach that elevates Al into a pivotal
instrument for advancing its multilayered geostrategic
objectives. Drawing upon a combined framework of neoclassical
realism and network theory, this study investigates how the Xi
administration employs targeted Al development to reposition
China within the global order. The working hypothesis, based on
qualitative content analysis of policy documents, strategic plans,
and the official discourse of Communist Party leaders, suggests
that China’s Al objectives can be articulated at two levels. In the
short term, China aims to enhance digital governance, strengthen
soft power, develop technological diplomacy, and reduce
strategic dependence on the West by 2035. In the long term, it
seeks to pursue structural balancing against U.S. hegemony,
shape a multipolar order founded on technological platforms, and
consolidate a hegemonic role within the global geotechnological
architecture by 2050. The study relies on both online and library
based resources. Its findings reveal that China, by means of a
networked strategy encompassing technology, infrastructural
investment, digital institution-building, and international
standard-setting, seeks to redefine the existing global order in
line with its governance model. Thus, Al represents not merely a
technology but a systematic power-enhancement mechanism for
China in the era of future geopolitical competition.
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Introduction

In recent decades, the emergence of advanced technologies—particularly artificial
intelligence (AI) has shifted the redistribution of power in the international system
from traditional hard-power frameworks toward new patterns of geotechnological
dominance. Within this context, the People’s Republic of China, especially under
the leadership of Xi Jinping, has perceived Al not merely as a technological
instrument but as a core component of the emerging architecture of both national and
international power. By adopting a strategic perspective, the Chinese leadership has
placed Al development at the center of its redefined domestic and foreign policy
agenda. Accordingly, the central question of this study is: What are China’s
overarching objectives in making structural investments in Al within the framework
of its foreign policy? This inquiry arises in a global environment where advanced
technologies are not only enhancing governance efficiency but also serving as
platforms for exercising power, redefining the rules of competition, and legitimizing
alternative models of world order. Under these circumstances, analyzing China’s Al
strategy without employing a multilayered theoretical framework would risk
producing a reductionist understanding of its technological trajectory.

The main innovation of this research lies in its simultaneous application of network
theory and neoclassical realism to explore how China integrates the logics of hard
and soft power through emerging technologies. Unlike Western experiences, China’s
model is based on the synergy between technological infrastructures, network-based
institutionalization, and a novel configuration of global governance. The working
hypothesis suggests that China’s Al development goals can be formulated at two
levels. In the short term, China seeks to enhance digital governance capacity,
strengthen soft power, develop technology-oriented diplomacy, and reduce strategic
dependence on the West by 2035. In the long term, its objectives extend to structural
balancing against U.S. hegemony, shaping a multipolar order grounded in
technological platforms, and consolidating a hegemonic role in the global
geotechnological architecture by 2050.

Theoretical Framework

This research combines the analytical lenses of neoclassical realism and network
theory to move beyond mere description and toward a systematic explanation of
China’s technological policies. Neoclassical realism enables an examination of the
linkages between the international system’s structure and China’s domestic
variables, while network theory facilitates recognition of China’s network-based
strategies in constructing the architecture of global digital power.

Methodology

The study employs qualitative content analysis of policy documents, strategic plans,
and the official discourse of Chinese Communist Party leaders. Data collection relies
on both online resources and library-based materials.
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Results & Discussion
The findings indicate that China’s Al policy is guided by a multi-level logic. At the
structural level, geopolitical pressures, technological competition with the United

States, and perceived threats to the continuity of the liberal hegemonic order have
prompted China to adopt a long-term strategy of technological self-reliance and
structural balancing. At the domestic level, the ideological cohesion of elites, the
centralization of governance, and Xi Jinping’s role as the dominant policymaker in
redefining strategic priorities have provided the necessary conditions for
implementing this agenda. At the behavioral and network level, China has sought to
position itself at the core of global technological power networks through the
expansion of digital platforms, data connectivity, technology exports, and the
structuring of international flows of information and standards.

Network theory highlights the subtle mechanisms China employs in shaping a new
digital order, including the creation of geoeconomic clusters, the construction of
interconnected data loops, and efforts to occupy the apex of the hidden architecture
of the future world order. Thus, the study concludes that the development of Al under
Xi Jinping is not merely aimed at improving governance efficiency or promoting
economic growth, but rather at building a composite geotechnological power.
Through Al China seeks to dissolve traditional boundaries between hard and soft
power, between security and economy, and between data and diplomacy, thereby
redefining the game of power on a novel networked basis.

In this context, Al is no longer just a tool but has itself become a structure of power.
Consequently, the Xi government, through a networked combination of technology,
infrastructural investment, digital institution-building, and international standard-
setting, endeavors to reshape the existing order in favor of its governance model. Al
thus constitutes a systematic power-enhancement instrument for China in an era of
intensified geopolitical competition.

Conclusions & Suggestions

The strategic analysis of Al development during Xi Jinping’s leadership
demonstrates that it is not merely a technological or economic program but a
fundamental element of a broader project to reposition China within the future
international order. By employing a combination of political, technological, and
institutional instruments, the Xi administration has sought to shift from dependence
on Western technologies toward an autonomous and influential role in the global
geotechnological structure. Nonetheless, China faces numerous challenges on this
path. To address them, it has pursued measures such as cultivating domestic talent
while attracting foreign expertise; building digital networks and sourcing advanced
semiconductors from other countries; adopting regulatory frameworks for data
security; and implementing environmental policies alongside state-supported
initiatives. The study argues that if the People’s Republic of China succeeds in
overcoming these challenges and achieving its short-term Al goals, the resulting



enhancement of national power—driven by economic and military growth—will
render the long-term objective of altering the international balance of power through
Al-enabled networking highly plausible. Yet, owing to the restrictive measures
adopted by the United States and its allies, Xi’s government is unlikely to face an
easy path toward realizing this ambition.
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