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One of the important issues in the field of strategic studies is the
US-China competition in the Asia-Pacific regional environment.
The question is, what is the US strategy to prevent China from
rising and becoming a hegemonic challenger in the international
environment? It seems that the United States, by adopting a new
hegemonic strategy and an offshore balance strategy and
influence in the Asia-Pacific regional environment, is trying to
pressure and prevent China from gaining power. The findings of
the research, with a descriptive-analytical approach and a
qualitative method, indicate that the hegemonic power is trying
to create restrictions for emerging actors in order to prevent the
emergence of a new hegemon through geopolitical
territorialization. Basically, the Asia-Pacific geopolitical space
has geopolitical, strategic and geoeconomic importance for
China, and in fact, this region also acts as China's Achilles heel.
The US grand strategy in the Asia-Pacific regional environment
has been better planned by adopting an offshore balance strategy
through components such as alliance and balancing, QUAD,
ECOS and global reconstruction. In contrast, China’s strategy to
advance its policy and goals is to influence regions and find a
new environment through the Belt and Road Initiative and the
New Silk Road
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Introduction

One of the most important and fundamental issues that has attracted the attention of
all analysts of the international system from the perspective of strategic and tactical
studies is the competition between the United States and China in the Asia-Pacific
regional environment. The issue is what is the US strategy to prevent China from
rising and becoming a hegemonic challenger in the international environment?
(Problem statement). The research question is what is the US strategy to prevent
China from rising and becoming a hegemonic challenger in the international
environment? In response to the research question, this hypothesis is proposed that
it seems that the United States of America, by adopting a new hegemonic strategy
and with a strategy of offshore balance and influence in the Asia-Pacific regional
environment, is trying to pressure and prevent China from becoming hegemonic
through specific patterns. In contrast, China is also trying to expand its influence in
the regions with soft tools with a peaceful approach (question and hypothesis). The
purpose of this research is to interpret the adoption of the US strategy to confront
China's rise in the international environment (objective). The importance and
necessity of the present research is also so that theorists of the international system
can better understand the strategy of the United States as a hegemon, better interpret
and analyze China's efforts in this field, and draw up a comprehensive and well-
written plan for the future (importance and necessity).

Methodology

The present research is of an applied type, with a qualitative-interpretative method
and a descriptive-analytical approach. The collection of materials and data was also
done by taking notes from first-class domestic and foreign sources and in a library
manner. This article, with a realistic approach and focusing on the realistic principles
of foreign policy, attempts to explain the issue of China-US competition in the
Pacific region with a qualitative method. On this basis, the issue of China-US
competition is initially addressed and the concept of offshore balance is used to
explain the issues in this area, and then attempts to explain the existing realities based
on it.

Theoretical Framework

Two international relations scholars in the United States (Stephen Walt and John
Mearsheimer) published an article in the prestigious magazine Foreign Affairs in
July 2016 in order to introduce an alternative model for US foreign policy in the
coming years. From their point of view, the most effective strategy for US foreign
policy in the coming years is to adopt a “distance balancing strategy”. The two do
not consider the distance balancing policy to mean the isolation of the United States,
but rather believe that the main goal of this strategy is to prevent another power from
becoming hegemonic in different regions of the world, especially in the Eurasian
region. They emphasize that the United States must ensure that no one player gains
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a dominant role over the others in regions such as Europe, the Persian Gulf, and
Northeast Asia by balancing them. The two believe that the most important and
direct competitor of the United States in the world is China. In the distant balance
strategy, the great power should not leave the game to its main rivals in the three
strategic regions (Europe, East Asia, and the Middle East). Proxy activism,
delegation of responsibility, coalition building, combined strategy of hard (in
selective cases) and soft power, hidden leadership, and limited responsibility are
considered as tactics included in the distant balance strategy.

Discussion

The United States as a global hegemon and China as an emerging power in the Asia-
Pacific region have interests and goals. The Asia-Pacific region has capabilities that
lead to competition between these two global powers in this region. From the United
States' perspective, Beijing seeks regional hegemony in the short term and ultimately
global hegemony. This could potentially threaten America's position in the region
and the world; therefore, the Indo-Pacific region, as the most dynamic region on
earth, will be the main driver of America's future security and prosperity. However,
China's strategy for the Asia-Pacific geopolitical region is based on a China-centric
model that includes expanding its power, strengthening regional integration and
dependence on it, and leading the region. The findings of the present study show that
Asia-Pacific is the center of concentration of capital and technology and has the most
dynamic and highest-growth economy in the world. Therefore, according to the
geostrategic patterns, America, as a hegemon in the global geopolitical system, is
afraid of the emergence of another hegemonic power (China) in the environment and
is trying to limit this advance through geopolitical territorialization. The Asia-Pacific
geopolitical space is of geopolitical, geostrategic and geoeconomic importance for
China, and in fact, this region acts as China's Achilles heel. Therefore, America's
strategic macro trends in the Asia-Pacific regional environment have been planned
by adopting an offshore balance strategy through components such as alliance and
balancing, Quad, ECOS and B3W better global reconstruction. In contrast, China's
reaction to advance its strategy is, in short, a rise to become hegemonic and open up
the environment through the Belt and Road Initiative and the New Silk Road.
Conclusion

The relationship between the two countries of China and the United States of
America, due to its importance, scope, and complexity, has been in a range of
strategic cooperation and competition and has always tended to one of these two
sides of the spectrum. After the collapse of the bipolar system and the end of the
Cold War, it was the United States that saw itself as the leader of the distribution of
power in the international environment, but in the new millennium and especially in
the last decade, the foundations of the hegemony of the United States in the
international system have been shaken and emerging powers have emerged in the
system, the most important of which is China. The results of this research data



confirm that the United States is trying to limit China's influence in the Asia-Pacific
and challenge that country in that region. China is also trying to enter various vital
areas of the United States and its allies with a different strategy in order to break the
chain of encirclement of the United States and its allies around it.
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