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Student movements, as one of the most dynamic forms of collective
action, have consistently been influenced by economic fluctuations and
structural crises. This study aims to provide a sociological analysis of
student movements within the context of living crises, examining their
socio-political consequences in connection with international relations
developments. The research methodology is qualitative, based on
documentary analysis and theoretical synthesis, drawing upon key
theories in the sociology of social movements. Findings indicate that
living crises, by inducing a sense of relative deprivation and eroding
social status, transform student welfare demands into structural and
discourse-making protests. Meanwhile, variables such as globalization,
international austerity policies, and new communication technologies
act as catalysts for the expansion and transnationalization of these
movements. Furthermore, the results suggest that the link between
domestic grievances and global legal norms enhances students’
bargaining power against power structures and leads to the
reconstruction of social capital within the university environment.
Ultimately, the study concludes that student movements during living
crises are more than just a simple economic reaction; they represent a
rational response to institutional inefficiencies and an endeavor toward
social justice and democratization within the framework of the global
system and interdependence. By redefining the state-nation relationship,
these movements function as drivers of structural change in modern
societies..
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Introduction

In recent decades, student movements have emerged as one of the most significant
forms of collective action in contemporary societies, playing an important role in
reflecting social and economic grievances. Universities, as institutions where critical
awareness, knowledge production, and collective identities intersect, have
historically provided fertile ground for the emergence and expansion of social
demands. When societies face economic crises, rising social inequalities, and
declining employment opportunities for young people, university environments
often become centers for articulating demands for social justice and criticizing
economic and political structures. In such contexts, a living crisis should not be
understood merely as a limited economic problem related to declining income or
rising living costs. Rather, it gradually transforms into a multidimensional social
phenomenon whose consequences extend into cultural, political, and identity-related
domains. Students, due to their cultural capital and wide access to information
resources, tend to be more sensitive to economic and social transformations, and this
sensitivity can facilitate the formation of collective action. Furthermore, the
expansion of globalization and the development of communication technologies
have enabled student movements in different countries to influence one another and
to frame their demands within global discourses such as social justice, civil rights,
and democracy. Within this context, domestic economic crises often intersect with
structural transformations in the international system, making it insufficient to
analyze student movements solely within national boundaries. Accordingly, a
sociological study of student movements during living crises can contribute to a
deeper understanding of how economic dissatisfaction is transformed into collective
action and how such actions generate broader social and political consequences. The
main objective of this research is to provide a sociological analysis of student
movements under conditions of living crises and to examine their socio-political
consequences in connection with developments in international relations..
Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this research is based on an interdisciplinary
combination of sociological theories of social movements, theories of economic
crisis, and approaches derived from international relations and globalization studies.
In order to explain the emergence and expansion of student movements during living
crises, the research integrates both structural and agency-oriented perspectives. At
the structural level, the study draws upon the theory of relative deprivation, which
argues that protest movements emerge when individuals perceive a significant gap
between their expectations and their actual living conditions. In the context of living
crises, rising inflation, unemployment, declining purchasing power, and the
reduction of social opportunities intensify feelings of injustice and deprivation
among students. Since students generally possess higher levels of political awareness
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and social sensitivity, they tend to perceive economic inequalities more critically,
making them more likely to engage in collective action.

In addition to relative deprivation theory, the research also relies on resource
mobilization theory. This perspective emphasizes that dissatisfaction alone cannot
produce social movements unless groups possess sufficient organizational resources,
communication networks, and leadership capacities. Universities provide a unique
environment in which students can establish social connections, exchange
information, and coordinate collective activities. Student associations, informal
social networks, and digital communication platforms significantly contribute to the
mobilization process. From this perspective, student movements are not merely
spontaneous emotional reactions to economic hardship, but organized forms of
collective action facilitated by institutional and communicative resources.

The study further incorporates perspectives related to the network society and
globalization. According to Manuel Castells’ theory of network society, modern
communication technologies and digital media have transformed the nature of
collective action by enabling rapid communication, decentralized organization, and
transnational interaction among protest groups. In contemporary societies, student
movements are increasingly influenced by global flows of information and by protest
repertoires circulating across borders. Economic crises in one region of the world
can shape political discourses and protest strategies in other societies through media
networks and social platforms. Therefore, the analysis of student movements
requires attention not only to domestic conditions but also to global structural
transformations. From the perspective of international political economy, the
research assumes that living crises are often linked to broader dynamics of
globalization, neoliberal economic policies, and the unequal distribution of resources
within the international system. Policies related to austerity measures, market
liberalization, and global financial dependency may intensify social inequalities and
reduce welfare opportunities for younger generations. These processes frequently
generate tensions between states and social groups, particularly students who face
uncertain employment futures and declining socioeconomic security. Consequently,
student protests can be interpreted as reactions not only to national economic
difficulties but also to the social consequences of global economic restructuring.
Moreover, the framework benefits from sociological approaches emphasizing the
role of identity and collective consciousness in social movements. Universities are
spaces where political identities, civic values, and collective discourses are
continuously reproduced. During periods of economic instability, students often
reinterpret their personal experiences within broader narratives of justice, inequality,
and democratic participation. Through this process, economic grievances gradually
acquire political and symbolic dimensions, strengthening solidarity among
participants and increasing the social influence of the movement. By combining
these theoretical perspectives, the research seeks to provide a multidimensional



explanation of student movements during living crises. The framework enables the
study to analyze how economic pressures, social inequalities, communication
technologies, global transformations, and collective identities interact in shaping
protest movements and their socio-political consequences.

Methodology

This research is qualitative in nature and adopts an analytical-descriptive approach.
To examine the phenomenon of student movements in conditions of living crises,
the study relies primarily on documentary analysis and the review of theoretical
literature and previous research. Research data were collected through an extensive
examination of theoretical works in the sociology of social movements, studies
related to economic crises, and literature concerning international relations. These
materials were subsequently analyzed using conceptual analysis in order to interpret
the underlying mechanisms of the phenomenon under study. The theoretical
framework of the research draws upon a combination of perspectives, including
theories of social movements, the theory of relative deprivation, resource
mobilization theory, and approaches related to globalization and network society.
Such a framework allows the phenomenon to be analyzed at multiple levels. On the
one hand, domestic structural factors such as economic crises, social inequality, and
the erosion of social capital are examined. On the other hand, international variables
including global economic policies, transnational communication networks, and the
diffusion of protest repertoires are also considered. Through this analytical process,
the research attempts to integrate various theoretical perspectives in order to present
a comprehensive explanation of the mechanisms underlying the formation,
expansion, and consequences of student movements during living crises..
Discussion

The findings of this research indicate that living crises constitute one of the most
significant contexts for the emergence of student movements in contemporary
societies. When economic pressures are accompanied by rising social inequality,
declining employment prospects, and diminishing hope for the future, feelings of
relative deprivation among students tend to intensify. These feelings can eventually
transform into collective demands and protest actions. Under such circumstances,
universities play a crucial role as arenas where intellectual, social, and identity-based
interactions continuously occur. Within this environment, students are able to
transform their individual experiences of economic pressure into shared social
concerns and articulate them through collective discourses centered on justice and
social equality. The expansion of communication technologies and social media
platforms has also facilitated the rapid organization of student movements and
enabled them to disseminate their messages more widely. Consequently, student
demands often move beyond purely academic or welfare-related issues and expand
toward broader themes such as social justice, economic transparency, and political
accountability. Moreover, the research highlights the importance of the relationship
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between domestic economic crises and transformations in the global system. In an
increasingly interconnected world where national economies are deeply
interdependent, economic decisions at the international level can directly influence
the living conditions of citizens within individual countries. Such dynamics are
inevitably reflected within university environments, making student movements
important indicators of social sensitivity toward the political and economic
consequences of global transformations.

Conclusion

In summary, student movements emerging during living crises should not be
understood merely as short-term reactions to economic difficulties; rather, they
represent part of a broader process of social and political transformation in modern
societies. By articulating justice-oriented demands and critically evaluating
ineffective economic policies, these movements gradually evolve into one of the
most significant arenas of civic participation among younger generations. Active
student engagement in the public sphere can increase societal awareness of economic
and social challenges and thereby strengthen the culture of accountability within
governance structures. At the same time, student movements contribute to the
reconstruction of social capital by fostering networks of solidarity and cooperation
among students and other social groups. Through these networks, broader social
dialogues can emerge, creating opportunities for gradual reforms in economic and
social policies. However, comparative experiences demonstrate that the way
political institutions respond to such movements significantly shapes their outcomes.
Approaches based on dialogue, transparency, and social participation can transform
economic dissatisfaction into opportunities for structural reform, whereas ignoring
student demands may deepen the gap between state and society. Ultimately, student
movements during living crises play an essential role in reflecting economic
concerns, strengthening social awareness, and promoting justice-oriented discourses.
For this reason, understanding and analyzing these movements is crucial for
comprehending the broader patterns of social and political change in contemporary
societies..

Keywords: Student Movements, Living Crisis, Socio-Political Consequences,
Relative Deprivation
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