INTERNATIONAL ..
RELATIONS NISW

* - - '
ESEARCHES Studies Assocition

Homepage: https://iisajournals.ir/

Contexts and Factors of ISIS's Decline; Domestic, Regional and International
Mohammad Reza Bakhtiari Department of Political Science, Zahedan Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Zahedan, Iran. 5339062961 @jiau.ir

Ahmad Reza Taheri Corresponding author, Department of Political Science, Zahedan Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Zahedan, Iran. taheri.info@jiau.ac.ir

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also known as ISIS, has had a major
impact on regional developments in the Middle East in the post-Arab
Spring era, and in particular on the internal developments in Iraq and
Syria. However, it seems that the Islamic State has suffered a
fundamental decline to the point where it has lost the ability to influence
a significant area of its former territories. In this regard, given the
importance of the issue, this study seeks to explain the context and
factors affecting the decline of ISIS at the level of the Middle East
security complex. The findings of the study show that, at the domestic
level, the crisis of legitimacy and the erosion of the caliphate discourse,
inefficiency in governance and management of the territory, structural
and organizational gaps in ISIS, social disintegration and isolation of
ISIS from local society, and at the regional and international levels, the
formation of multilateral military coalitions and the expansion of anti-
ISIS operations, the destruction of ISIS's financial and economic
networks, and international intelligence and security pressures are
considered to be factors in the decline of the Islamic State. The research
method in this study is descriptive-analytical and based on the
qualitative method and the data collection method is library and internet
resources..
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Introduction

Although the rise and spread of ISIS transformed the security landscape of Iraq and
Syria in a short period of time, the process of its decline and collapse was equally
rapid and multi-layered. Since 2015, a series of field, political, and social
developments have taken place in Iraq and Syria that have gradually weakened the
main pillars of ISIS’s power. The experience of ISIS’s rule in the occupied territories
over the years has shown that, contrary to the initial image it presented of a
“permanent caliphate,” the group has faced deep internal crises; crises rooted in its
governance style, ideological structure, military organization, and social base.
Numerous domestic studies have shown that extreme violence, administrative
inefficiency, widespread corruption, and the inability to establish stable order were
among the most important factors that eroded ISIS’s social legitimacy and paved the
way for its internal collapse. On the external level, regional and international
developments also played an important role in limiting ISIS's power. The relative
reconstruction of the Iraqi government's capacity, changing security approaches in
Syria, increased coordination among local actors, and the formation of large-scale
counter-terrorism operations severely reduced the group's room for maneuver.
Reports published by international research centers show that the cutting off of
financial resources, the limitation of the possibility of moving forces, and the loss of
"strategic depth" on the borders of Iraq and Syria had a direct impact on the analysis
of ISIS's operational capacity. These factors, along with political and intelligence
pressures, gradually led to the collapse of the group's command structure and
communication networks..

Theoretical Framework

It is influential in the formation of political processes and various variables,
including the structure of the international system, regional patterns, the
psychological characteristics of decision-makers in the foreign policy apparatus, the
governmental structure, etc. Considering the subject of this research, which is to
examine the factors affecting the decline of ISIS, an analytical framework is
necessary to guide the present research. In other words, in every scientific-research
field, it is necessary to select an appropriate methodology for collecting, classifying,
and analyzing information. One of the most important trends in methodological
discussions, especially in international relations, is the issue of the level of analysis.
The level of analysis means the level from which international issues are viewed.
This base guides the recognition, description, analysis, and finally interpretation of
human beings. In this sense, the issue of “level of analysis” involves a process that
specifies the reference for collecting information and analyzing the researcher. In
order to examine the issue in question, this research will first examine the levels of
analysis that researchers in the field of international relations have proposed, and
finally focus on the levels of analysis that can explain why ISIS has declined.
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Methodology

The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical and based on the
qualitative method and the data collection method is library and internet resources...
Discussion

The collapse of ISIS’s territorial caliphate between 2017 and 2019 was one of the
key developments in the regional security of the Middle East in the last decade. With
the liberation of the key cities of Mosul (Iraq) and Raqqga (Syria) and the eventual
loss of the group’s last strongholds in eastern Syria, ISIS’s quasi-state structure that
had been formed since 2014 officially collapsed. However, recent analyses show that
military defeat and loss of territory do not necessarily mean the complete destruction
of ISIS. Jihadist groups in recent history have repeatedly shown that after territorial
defeat, they can return to new forms of activity by changing their organizational and
strategic structure. This development can also be generalized to ISIS..

Conclusion

This study was dedicated to examining the process of the emergence, expansion, and
fall of ISIS in the context of security and political developments in the Middle East.
In this study, an attempt was made to examine, with an analytical perspective and
based on research sources, first the context of the formation of this group and then
the factors of the rise and collapse of its caliphate. At the domestic level, the crisis
of ideological legitimacy, inefficiency in governance, internal disputes, and the
erosion of human and financial resources were among the factors that led to the
gradual weakening of ISIS. The group's extreme violence against local communities,
repressive policies, and inefficiency in managing the areas under its control caused
a significant part of the local population to lose their support. In addition, disputes
between commanders and intra-organizational competitions also reduced the
cohesion of ISIS's leadership structure. At the regional and international levels, a
series of developments also led to the collapse of the ISIS caliphate. The formation
of multilateral military coalitions, increased airstrikes and ground operations against
ISIS positions, as well as the cutting off of the group's financial and logistical
resources, put significant pressure on it. Intelligence cooperation between
governments and increased security measures to counter ISIS networks also played
an important role in weakening the group. This set of measures caused ISIS to
gradually lose significant parts of its territory and its ability to govern the areas under
its control to decrease. Among these factors, the role of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and its allied forces on the resistance front was also of particular importance. Iran's
advisory and military support for the governments of Iraq and Syria, participation in
organizing local forces, and cooperation with other regional allied forces played an
important role in containing ISIS's advance. In Iraq, organizing popular forces and
strengthening the defense capabilities of the country's army accelerated the process
of retaking occupied areas. In Syria, Iran's support for the central government helped
maintain the governance structure and prevent the country's complete collapse.



Alongside Iran, forces such as Lebanon’s Hezbollah also participated in some of the
key fronts in the fight against ISIS and played a role in shifting the balance of power.
Despite ISIS’s military defeat and the collapse of its territorial caliphate, this
chapter’s analysis shows that the threat from the group has not completely
disappeared..
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