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Efficiency of political systems is one of the most important issues of
world political agents As a result of its unique effect on the level of
government authority. This topic is a function of transparent and
responsive governance in a country, with the aim of ensuring balanced
and sustainable economic and social development, which is the result of
the interaction and functioning of all forces, under the concept of good
governance. The indicators provide the foundations for the efficiency
rate of political systems. The effectiveness of the system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, like other political systems, is influenced by good
governance. In the present study, the authors posed the question "What
are the strategies for improving the efficiency of IRI from the
perspective of good governance indicators?", tried to explain these
strategies by using the SWOT matrix. The findings led to the extraction
of four offensive, competitive, conservative and defensive strategies for
each of the six good governance indicators of the World Bank, which in
appropriate situations can provide the basis for improving the efficiency
of IRL.
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Introduction

The effectiveness of political systems is a central concern in contemporary
governance because it directly affects state capacity, political legitimacy,
socioeconomic development, and the ability of governments to respond effectively
to societal demands. Political effectiveness cannot be understood merely in terms of
the formal structure of political institutions or the administrative capacity of the state.
Rather, it is closely associated with the quality of governance through which public
institutions formulate and implement policies, allocate resources, enforce laws, and
interact with citizens and societal actors. In this context, good governance has
become an important analytical framework for assessing the performance of political
systems and identifying institutional conditions conducive to sustainable
development. The concept emphasizes transparency, accountability, participation,
effectiveness, regulatory quality, the rule of law, political stability, and the control
of corruption. The World Bank operationalizes good governance through six major
dimensions: Voice and Accountability, Political Stability and Absence of
Violence/Terrorism, Government Effectiveness, Regulatory Quality, Rule of Law,
and Control of Corruption.

These indicators provide a multidimensional framework for evaluating the
institutional environment within which governments operate. The effectiveness of
the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, like that of other political
systems, is influenced by the quality and performance of governance institutions.
Identifying the institutional strengths and weaknesses associated with the six
dimensions of good governance can therefore contribute to the formulation of
strategies for improving political effectiveness. Accordingly, this study addresses the
following research question: What strategies can improve the effectiveness of the
Islamic Republic of Iran from the perspective of good governance indicators? To
answer this question, the study employs the SWOT analytical framework to identify
strategic options associated with each of the six dimensions of good governance.
Theoretical Approach

The theoretical foundation of this study is based on the good governance approach.
Good governance entered the international development literature prominently
during the late 1980s and subsequently became an important framework for
explaining the relationship between institutional quality, state capacity, economic
development, and social welfare. In its broader interpretation, governance refers to
the processes, institutions, formal rules, informal arrangements, and interactions
through which collective affairs are managed. Governance therefore extends beyond
government and incorporates the interaction of public institutions with civil society,
the private sector, media organizations, interest groups, and other societal actors.
From this perspective, effective political systems depend not only on the existence
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of formal institutions but also on their transparency, responsiveness, accountability,
predictability, effectiveness, and capacity to implement collectively agreed rules.
The World Bank's six governance indicators provide the principal analytical
dimensions of this study. Voice and Accountability concerns citizens' participation
and their ability to express preferences and hold political authorities accountable.
Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism reflects the institutional
capacity to maintain political order and prevent instability and violence. Government
Effectiveness addresses the quality of public services, civil-service capacity, policy
formulation, and implementation. Regulatory Quality concerns the capacity of
government to formulate and implement sound policies and regulations conducive
to development. Rule of Law refers to confidence in and compliance with laws, the
quality of contract enforcement, property rights, police, courts, and the legal system.
Finally, Control of Corruption concerns the extent to which public power is exercised
for private gain. Together, these dimensions provide a comprehensive framework for
examining the institutional foundations of political effectiveness.

Methodology

This research employs an applied, strategic, and analytical approach. The principal
analytical instrument is the SWOT matrix, which is used to systematically identify
internal strengths and weaknesses as well as external opportunities and threats
affecting the effectiveness of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The six World Bank good
governance indicators constitute the main analytical dimensions. For each
dimension, relevant institutional factors are categorized into internal and external
components and subsequently examined through the four conventional strategic
orientations of the SWOT framework: SO strategies, which seek to use strengths to
exploit opportunities; ST strategies, which employ strengths to confront or mitigate
external threats; WO strategies, which seek to overcome weaknesses by taking
advantage of available opportunities; and WT strategies, which aim to reduce
weaknesses and avoid or minimize external threats. The purpose of applying SWOT
is not simply to rank governance indicators, but to translate the identified
institutional conditions into strategic alternatives capable of improving political-
system effectiveness.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that improving the effectiveness of the Islamic Republic of Iran
requires a multidimensional strategy rather than reliance on a single institutional
reform. The SWOT analysis generates four categories of strategies for each of the
six good governance indicators. With respect to Voice and Accountability, the
strategic emphasis is placed on strengthening mechanisms of public participation,
institutional responsiveness, transparency, and accountability. Aggressive strategies
can utilize existing institutional capacities to expand constructive channels for
citizen participation, while competitive strategies can employ institutional strengths
to manage political and social pressures. Conservative strategies should focus on



addressing weaknesses in participation and accountability through gradual
institutional reforms, whereas defensive strategies should reduce the risks associated
with declining public trust and weak channels of representation.

Regarding Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism, the findings
suggest that political effectiveness requires the combination of institutional stability
with effective management of social demands and conflicts. Aggressive strategies
can utilize existing state capacities to exploit opportunities for strengthening social
cohesion and political stability. Competitive strategies can use institutional
capabilities to mitigate internal and external threats to stability. Conservative
strategies should address institutional weaknesses through conflict-management
mechanisms, while defensive strategies should focus on preventing the accumulation
of unresolved political, economic, and social tensions.

In the area of Government Effectiveness, improving administrative capacity, policy
coherence, professional public services, and implementation capabilities emerges as
a central strategic priority. Aggressive strategies should exploit existing
administrative capacities and development opportunities, while competitive
strategies should use institutional strengths to withstand implementation challenges.
Conservative strategies should address bureaucratic weaknesses through
administrative modernization and capacity building. Defensive strategies should
seek to prevent institutional inefficiency, fragmentation, and declining policy
implementation capacity. For Regulatory Quality, the results emphasize the
importance of improving the consistency, predictability, transparency, and
developmental orientation of public regulations. Strategies should reduce regulatory
uncertainty, strengthen evidence-based policymaking, and improve coordination
between governmental institutions and relevant economic and social actors. The
strategic objective is to create a regulatory environment capable of supporting
investment, innovation, economic activity, and sustainable development.
Concerning the Rule of Law, the findings highlight the importance of strengthening
legal predictability, equal application of laws, institutional accountability, and
confidence in legal and judicial institutions. Aggressive strategies can utilize existing
legal and institutional capacities to reinforce public confidence, while conservative
strategies should address institutional weaknesses through legal and judicial reforms.
Defensive strategies are particularly important for preventing declining confidence
in institutions and reducing the negative consequences of inconsistent or
unpredictable implementation of laws. Finally, in relation to Control of Corruption,
the analysis identifies transparency, accountability, institutional monitoring, and
reduction of opportunities for rent-seeking as essential elements of improving
political effectiveness. Aggressive strategies can use existing oversight and
administrative capacities to exploit opportunities for strengthening anti-corruption
institutions. Conservative strategies should address institutional weaknesses by
improving transparency and monitoring mechanisms, while defensive strategies
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should minimize the interaction between institutional weaknesses and corruption-
related threats. Taken together, the findings demonstrate that the six dimensions of
good governance are interdependent rather than isolated. Weaknesses in one
dimension can reinforce weaknesses in others: limited accountability can undermine
government effectiveness, weak regulatory quality can increase opportunities for
corruption, and deficiencies in the rule of law can reduce public confidence and
political stability. Consequently, improving political-system effectiveness requires a
coordinated governance strategy.

Conclusions and Suggestions

The study concludes that the effectiveness of the Islamic Republic of Iran is closely
connected to the quality of its governance institutions. The SWOT analysis
demonstrates that no single strategy can independently resolve the institutional
challenges associated with political effectiveness. Instead, a comprehensive
approach should simultaneously strengthen government effectiveness, regulatory
quality, the rule of law, accountability, political stability, and corruption control. The
principal policy implication is that good governance should be treated not merely as
an administrative objective but as an integrated institutional strategy for enhancing
state capacity, legitimacy, and sustainable development.

Accordingly, the study suggests strengthening institutional accountability and
transparency, improving the professionalism and effectiveness of public
administration, increasing regulatory predictability, reinforcing the rule of law,
developing more effective mechanisms for controlling corruption, and creating
constructive channels for participation and interaction between government and
societal actors. It also recommends that governance reforms be implemented in an
integrated and gradual manner, with measurable indicators for evaluating
institutional performance. Such an approach can help transform good governance
from a normative principle into an operational framework for improving the
effectiveness and resilience of the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Keywords: Strategy, Efficiency, Good Governance, Iran.
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