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Nowadays, with the disappearance of the bipolar system and the
emergence of new global actors, the international system has undergone
significant changes and transformations, leading all countries to seek an
increase in their national power and an enhancement of their
international standing. In this context, China, as an emerging great
power and the world’s second-largest economy, seeks to compete and
balance against the United States. To achieve this, China utilizes various
components and elements that can enhance its national power. One of
the most important elements in the modern era that can increase a
country’s power and international prestige is participation in
international crisis management, an area in which China has also been
active. Accordingly, this research aims to examine the impact of China’s
behavioral pattern in international crisis management on its national
power. The primary research question is: how have China’s crisis
management trends affected the enhancement of its national power? To
address this question, the following hypothesis has been proposed:
China’s behavioral pattern in crisis management—by adopting a non-
security-oriented approach, responsible and rule-based behavior, and a
belief in development within the framework of international security—
has provided the grounds for increasing the country’s power and
international status. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method,
utilizing library resources, articles, and data collection aligned with the
theoretical framework.
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Introduction

Structural transformations in the international system over recent decades have
paved the way for the emergence and consolidation of new powers. In this context,
China, as one of the most critical actors in the international system, is leveraging its
vast economic, demographic, political, military, and technological capacities to
enhance its position within the global power structure. China’s economic growth and
the expansion of its trade relations worldwide have transformed Beijing from a
primarily regional actor into a globally influential power. Consequently, the
management of international crises has become a vital sphere for Chinese
engagement, as how states respond to such crises directly impacts their credibility,
influence, security, and national power. In recent years, China has endeavored to
project a new image to the global public by participating in the resolution of
international crises, political mediation, expanding economic cooperation, and
emphasizing multilateralist principles. While pursuing national interests, Beijing
strives to demonstrate a responsible, rule-based, and sovereignty-respecting
demeanor. The primary question of this research is: How has China’s behavioral
pattern in managing international crises been shaped, and how has this pattern
influenced the enhancement of its national power and international standing
Theoretical Framework

This research is fundamental in purpose and descriptive-analytical in methodology.
Data were gathered through library research, encompassing books, academic
articles, documents, reports, and sources related to China’s foreign policy and
international behavior. Theoretically, Benjamin Miller’s perspective on crisis
management behavioral patterns—which categorizes state behavior into
confrontational, security-oriented, interventionist, or collaborative/peaceful
patterns—is utilized. This study identifies China’s position within these patterns by
examining its political and diplomatic orientations

Methodology

This research is fundamental in purpose and descriptive-analytical in methodology.
Data were gathered through library research, encompassing books, academic
articles, documents, reports, and sources related to China’s foreign policy and
international behavior

Discussion

The findings indicate that China primarily employs a collaborative, peaceful, and
cooperation-based pattern in managing international crises. This does not imply the
abandonment of national interests or strategic goals; rather, Beijing pursues these
interests through responsible and cooperative behavior. A key feature of China’s
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behavioral pattern is the avoidance of “securitization” and efforts to prevent political
crises from escalating into military conflicts. China consistently emphasizes
dialogue, negotiation, mediation, respect for national sovereignty, and the use of
multilateral mechanisms. Another characteristic is China’s belief in the nexus
between development and international security. From Beijing’s perspective,
sustainable economic development is impossible in an insecure or unstable
environment; thus, ensuring regional and international security is a prerequisite for
China’s national development. Consequently, China supports crisis management
solutions that reduce tensions while fostering ongoing economic and political
cooperation. Neighborhood diplomacy holds a significant position in China’s
behavioral pattern. To manage crises in its periphery, China emphasizes good
neighborliness, confidence-building, regional participation, and the expansion of
economic ties. By increasing economic interdependence, China uses commercial
interests as a tool to mitigate political tensions and strengthen regional
cooperation.Furthermore, China’s emphasis on the “New Concept of Security”—
based on cooperation, mutual trust, common interests, equality, and collective
security—is paramount. This concept posits that one country’s security should not
be achieved at the expense of another’s. Through this approach, China presents an
alternative to models based on hegemony, military alliances, and interventionism,
positioning itself as a defender of multilateralism against unilateralism. An analysis
of China’s conduct in various crises, including those in Kuwait, East Asia,
Afghanistan, and Iraq, demonstrates its efforts to play an effective role through
political bargaining, diplomacy, and participation in international institutions. While
this engagement is not purely altruistic, it reflects a calculated and gradual approach
to securing China’s own security, economic, and geopolitical interests.

Conclusion
China’s behavioral pattern in managing international crises is an integral component

of its grand strategy to enhance national power. Through responsible participation,
Beijing seeks to cement its image as a major, peace-loving, reliable, and responsible
global power. This image bolsters China’s soft power and facilitates the expansion
of its political, economic, and cultural relations.Managing international crises is not
merely a short-term diplomatic tactic for China; it is a strategic tool for increasing
its geopolitical weight and stabilizing its position in the global power structure.
Active involvement in conflict resolution processes has enhanced China’s
diplomatic experience, expanded its network of foreign relations, and strengthened
its bargaining power. Moreover, it has allowed China to act as a strategic competitor



and an alternative power to U.S. hegemony. In conclusion, by synthesizing
diplomatic, economic, and political tools—and by relying on cooperation, mutual
trust, respect for state sovereignty, and opposition to interventionism—China has
formulated a distinct crisis management model. This pattern, while reducing
confrontational costs, has led to increased national power, enhanced regional
security, an improved global image, strengthened soft power, and a higher
international status. Thus, the management of international crises in Chinese foreign
policy serves as a strategic instrument for achieving long-term national objectives
and advancing its status as a major global power.
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