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A comparative analysis of women's political participation in Iran and
Turkey is a subject that has drawn the attention of many analysts. It
appears that the commonalities in women's political participation in
these two countries include the gap between women's social
participation and political power, the role of patriarchal structures and
gender norms, the utilization of religious identity, and the role of
women's movements. Conversely, the points of divergence include the
role of political parties, quotas and affirmative action measures, local
elections, the nature of the relationship between women and the state,
presidential elections, and the nature of women's political activism. The
findings of this study indicate that women's political participation in Iran
and Turkey is neither a static phenomenon nor a fully equal and inclusive
process; rather, it is a gradual, limited, and unequal trajectory contingent
upon institutional and political contexts. Accordingly, genuinely
enhancing women's political impact requires reforming legal
mechanisms, strengthening institutional support, expanding intra-party
participation, increasing women's access to power resources, and
bolstering civil and social institutions.
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Introduction

The issue addressed in this study is the current level of women's political participation in
Iran and Turkey—despite the structural, legal, and discursive transformations that have
occurred in both countries between 1991 and 2021—and the identification of the factors
and variables that have shaped the patterns and parameters of this participation within each
of these distinct socio-political contexts. The study also seeks to determine the similarities
and differences regarding women's political participation in the two nations. It is posited
that, notwithstanding certain shared structural and cultural grounds, women's political
participation in Iran and Turkey differs significantly in terms of extent, patterns, and socio-
political consequences. The study aims to examine women's political participation during
this specific period and to propose practical strategies for enhancing such participation.
The significance and necessity of this research stem from the existing gap in in-depth,
systematic comparative studies on women's political participation in Iran and Turkey,
particularly regarding the post-Cold War era and developments in recent decades. Rapid
political and social changes in both countries—especially concerning the intersection of
gender and politics—necessitate a re-examination and analysis of the patterns of women's
political participation.

Methodology

Based on this classification, the present study is categorized as applied research in terms of
its objective, and as descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature and methodology; it
describes the current state of women's political participation and analyzes the factors
influencing it. This study begins by separately describing and analyzing the state of
women's political participation in Iran and Turkey between 1991 and 2021; it then employs
a comparative approach to examine the similarities and differences between the two
nations. Iran and Turkey were selected as units of comparison based on a logic of
contextual similarities and structural differences: both countries possess Muslim-majority
populations, share a historical background regarding the interplay of religion and politics,
and occupy similar regional geopolitical positions; yet, they differ significantly in terms of
political system structures, electoral institutions, the role of political parties, the openness
of civil society, and patterns of women's participation. These characteristics facilitate a
valid and explanatory comparative analysis.

Theoretical Framework

Liberal feminist theory emphasizes several fundamental principles: legal equality,
women's individual freedom and agency, gradual reformism, and equal social and
economic opportunities. The ultimate goal is to create conditions for women's effective
participation in the public sphere, rather than merely achieving formal equality. By
prioritizing individual liberty, legal justice, and institutional reform, liberal feminism
remains a primary framework for analyzing gender inequality in contemporary political
and social studies. Liberal feminists believe that women, like men, are autonomous and
rational individuals who should enjoy equal rights in areas such as education, employment,
political participation, and property ownership. From this perspective, gender
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discrimination violates fundamental liberal principles—specifically, the principle of
equality before the law. Consequently, combating legal discrimination, enacting anti-
discrimination laws, and ensuring equal opportunities and access to resources lie at the
heart of liberal feminism.

Discussion

Women's political participation—a key indicator of democratic and social development—
has garnered increasing global attention in recent decades. Despite constituting half of the
world's population, women remain underrepresented in many parts of the globe,
particularly within political decision-making processes. However, as two significant and
influential nations in the region, Iran and Turkey have pursued divergent paths regarding
women's participation in public life—both politically and economically. Broadly speaking,
the experience of women's political participation in both countries reveals a shared pattern
despite their historical and institutional differences: a persistent gap between legal
advancements and the actual capacity for participation within power structures. In Turkey,
the early granting of political rights to women established a progressive foundation, and
their path of engagement evolved from cultural activism to organized political activity;
nevertheless, enduring social, ideological, and structural barriers have prevented these
gains from translating into full equality in power. Similarly, in Iran, women's participation
over the past three decades has followed a gradual yet limited trajectory—shifting from a
technocratic presence during the "Era of Reconstruction” to civil activism during the
reformist period, and subsequently to consolidation at mid-level management positions
during the "Era of Moderation," all without breaking through to the highest echelons of
decision-making.

Conclusion

A comparison of women's political participation in Iran and Turkey between 1991 and
2021 reveals that, in both countries, women shifted from purely social and informal
engagement toward greater involvement in electoral, party-based, civil, and political
decision-making arenas; however, their success in translating this participation into formal
political power has not been uniform. In Iran, the 1990s (the 1370s in the Solar Hijri
calendar) marked the beginning of a new phase in women's political participation
following the consolidation of the Islamic Republic's political structure. The rise in social
and political participation did not necessarily lead to a commensurate increase in women's
formal power, as a significant gap existed between "participation" and "representation.” In
contrast, Turkey began this period with a different historical background regarding
women's political rights.
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