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The "Al-Agsa Flood" event has transformed the regional order in West
Asia, reshaped geopolitical equations, and confronted Iraq with the
challenge of redefining its security and ideological roles. The central
focus of this research is to explain how Iraq is redefining its position
within the post-Al-Agsa Flood regional order, and how it manages the
tension between its identity-based commitments and the requirements of
state sovereignty. It appears that Iraq has moved beyond a passive
duality, adopting a "dual and pragmatic" behavioral model; while
maintaining—without severing—its strategic ties to the "Axis of
Resistance," it has assumed the roles of a "soft balancer" and "diplomatic
mediator." Through this approach, Iraq seeks to avoid becoming a
theater for military conflict, thereby safeguarding its internal stability
and national sovereignty. The findings of this study indicate that this
transition is not merely the result of external pressure, but rather the
outcome of a dialectic interplay between identity, structure, and
agency—a process that shifts Iraq from being a mere "arena of conflict"
toward becoming an "active agent" in the reconstruction of the regional
order.
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Introduction

In recent decades, the regional order in West Asia has consistently been shaped by
the rivalry among regional powers, interventions by extra-regional actors, and
identity-based conflicts. Within this context, [rag—owing to its prime geopolitical
location and multi-layered political structure—sits at the epicenter of these
developments. Iraq faces a duality in its foreign policy: it must balance the
imperative of maintaining ties with the "Axis of Resistance" against the need to
safeguard its national sovereignty by fostering balanced relations with other powers.
The core focus of this research is to explain how Iraq’s geopolitical, security, and
ideological roles are being redefined within the regional order following the "Al-
Agsa Flood" (Operation Al-Agsa Flood), and to identify the factors influencing the
country’s new strategic orientations. The central research question asks: How is
Iraq’s position within the Middle Eastern regional order being redefined in the wake
of the Al-Agsa Flood? It is posited that Iraq’s position in this post-Al-Agsa Flood
order is being redefined through a dual, pragmatic behavioral pattern; specifically,
the country seeks to manage conflicting roles and protect its national sovereignty by
adopting the role of a "soft balancer" and diplomatic mediator, all while maintaining
its connection to the Axis of Resistance. The objective of this study is to elucidate
the process by which Iraq’s position is being redefined within the regional order
following the Al-Aqgsa Flood. The significance and necessity of this research can be
understood from both academic and practical perspectives. From an academic
standpoint, existing literature largely relies on premises rooted in the pre-Al-Agsa
Flood era, failing to analyze the shifts in Iraq’s roles within the post-Al-Agsa Flood
landscape. From a practical standpoint, failure to analyze this issue could lead to
"analytical blindness" within policymaking bodies, hindering a proper understanding
of the requirements for Iraq’s diplomatic balancing (its importance and necessity).
Methodology

Based on this classification, the present study is considered applied in terms of its
objective, and descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature and methodology.
Accordingly, the research employs a qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing the theoretical framework of "role redefinition within a fluid
regional order" (an integration of role theory and constructivism). The analysis was
conducted through the examination of documentary data and an investigation into
security trends. Data collection was carried out by extracting information from
primary domestic and foreign sources.

Theoretical Framework

A scientific analysis of the orientations and behavioral patterns of states during
periods of transition—and in the wake of strategic shocks—requires a
comprehensive, multi-level, and integrative approach capable of linking material and
ideational variables. Given the complexity of Iraq’s geopolitical situation, its
heterogeneous social fabric, and its multi-layered governance structure, it is
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impossible to explain the country’s regional agency following the "Al-Agsa Flood"
event by relying on single-variable theories or reductionist approaches. To arrive at
an adequate and methodical explanation, this study employs an integrative
conceptual model termed "Role Redefinition within a Fluid Regional Order." This
framework is built upon the synergy and overlap of three primary approaches—
Regional Security Complex Theory, Foreign Policy Role Theory, and Systemic
Constructivism—organized into a tripartite model centered on structure, identity,
and agency. The first component of this framework is Regional Security Complex
Theory, which delineates the structural context and the material distribution of
security and threats. Operationalizing this theoretical framework through the
"structure-identity-agency" tripartite model enables a multidimensional explanation
of Iraq’s external behavior. In this model, the structural shock stemming from the
"Al-Agsa Storm" enters Iraq’s intersubjective space and semantic system as an
exogenous stimulus (a structural variable), where it is reinterpreted through the lens
of the "Resistance" discourse and social identities (normative variables).
Consequently, Baghdad’s official actors and security decision-makers—weighing
their material capabilities against international constraints—engage in a strategic
redefinition of their geopolitical, security, and ideological roles. The outcome of this
integrative mechanism is the emergence of a dual, pragmatic behavioral pattern; by
functionally separating the official-diplomatic sphere from the socio-normative
sphere, this approach manages role conflicts, contains the spillover of hostilities, and
safeguards Iraq’s national sovereignty within a fluid order.

Discussion

Analyzing the transformations stemming from the events of autumn 2023 is
impossible without first elucidating the guiding principles of the preceding order and
Iraq’s structural position within it. On the eve of October 2023, the West Asia region
was characterized by a complex landscape of heterogeneous alliances, normalization
initiatives, and efforts to redefine security paradigms. Against this backdrop—
shaped by its geopolitical coordinates, multifaceted identity, and post-2003 political
structure—Iraq found itself at the epicenter where the interests of regional and
international actors collided. In response, the country sought to ensure its survival
and maintain strategic equilibrium by adopting adaptive behaviors. Amidst regional
instability, the Iraqi government, recognizing the nation’s imperative for
development, employed economic diplomacy as an effective instrument for "soft
balancing." The pursuit of the strategic "Development Road" project—involving
Turkey, Qatar, and the UAE—alongside the conclusion of major energy agreements
with multinational corporations, underscored Baghdad’s determination to transform
its geopolitical reality into shared economic opportunities. By intertwining the
financial interests of various rival powers within its territory, this geoeconomic
approach fostered a form of soft deterrence and geopolitical immunity. Nations that
were otherwise locked in intense conflict elsewhere found themselves compelled to



preserve stability and calm in Iraq, driven by their shared stakes in the country’s
transit corridors and energy investments. This policy of soft balancing demonstrated
that sustainable security cannot be achieved through military means alone. By
fostering economic interdependence, Iraq has managed to increase the cost of any
territorial destabilization for regional and international actors, thereby securing its
own economic stability amidst the crises surrounding Operation Al-Aqsa Flood.
Conclusion

An assessment of future-oriented scenarios regarding Iraq’s regional standing
suggests that the establishment of a fragile balance—characterized by the
stabilization of crisis management—represents the most probable outlook. Within
this scenario, the persistence of a war of attrition, maintained at a controlled intensity
among the various actors, necessitates that Baghdad continue to employ a model of
"soft balancing." However, sustaining this role requires a transition from reactive
behaviors toward proactive, constructive initiatives. Iraq’s diplomatic apparatus
must—through the development of major geoeconomic projects, such as the Grand
Faw Port and the "Development Road"—intertwine the economic interests of
competing blocs within its own territory, thereby generating the material deterrence
required to safeguard its national sovereignty. Concurrently, consolidating the state’s
monopoly over security mechanisms and unifying the defense decision-making
process are fundamental prerequisites for transforming Iraq from a vulnerable buffer
zone into a constructive mediator and an architect of stability within the emerging
security architecture of West Asia. This form of "smart balancing" will serve as a
guarantee for the state’s survival and will enhance its geopolitical weight within the
new regional order.

Keywords: Iraq, Al-Agsa Storm, Regional Order, Role Theory, Axis of Resistance.
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